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The Comet

Quaker Road PS

A Message from the Office...

We had a great start to the
2011-2012 school year. Both
students and staff were en-
thusiastic and looking for-
ward to a great year. We

had a fantastic turn out at

the Meet the Teacher BBQ
and enjoyed the opportunity
to talk with the school com-
munity. It was wonderful to
see so many faces out to sup-
port Quaker
students.

Academically, we are well
into the first term and stu-
dents are
immersed
in a variety
of learning.
We have
been able
to listen in
as students
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dance, read, think and talk
about everything from math
to history. The engagement
of our students is amazing!

Socially, we are working on
the character trait of Respect
for the month of October.
Students will be working on
comic strips that represent
respect and our hallway bul-
letin boards will be filled

with their work. This is just
one way that Quaker Road is
supporting positive student
behavior and teaching the
whole child.

Physically, our cross country
team has been practicing

very hard for the last month
and are ready to compete!
The students are coached by
Mrs. Sodtke and Mrs. Toews -
Peplinski and all of us at

Quaker Road thank them for
their time and commitment.
Our school teams will begin
try -outs soon so encourage
your child to listen to the
announcements for times.

A few reminders from the
office include:

e Please call the office before
9:00am if your child will be
absent that day

e You must come into the
school to sign your child
out if they are leaving
early for the day

e Please do not park in the
bus lanes when picking up
or dropping off your child

Have a fantastic October!
Mrs. Romano & Mrs. Kosh

Playground Supervision

Parents, please be advised
that the hours of supervision
have been adjusted for our
playground. Previously, su-
pervision on the back play-
ground began at 8:35 am.
Due to changes in the sched-
ule, supervision on the
playground will now be-

gin at 8:40 am

It is imperative for
your
that you do not drop children
off at school prior to 8:40 am.
There are no teachers or
educational assistants on the
playground to monitor stu-
dents prior to this time.
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Subsequently, if your child
walks to school, please help
them to ensure that they are
not leaving at a time which
has them arriving at Quaker
Road prior to 8:40 am.
Thank you for your support
in ensuring the safety of our
students.

Inside this issue:

Thank You from the 2
Breakfast Program

Roots of Empathy 2
Green Team Initiatives 2

Parent Involvement 3

Parking, Busses and Pick 3
Ups

Monthly Reminders 3
Waste Reduction 4
Mad Science 5
Calendar 6
Exciting Things from 7
Grade 5/6

Quaker Road PS
333 Quaker Rd.
Welland, ON
L3C 3G7
905-732-5412

Principal: Mrs. J. Romano
Vice-Principal: Mrs. K. Kosh
Superintendent: Mrs. S. Greer

Trustee: Mrs. S. Barnett



Thank You from the Breakfast Program

Thank you to volunteers, students, par-
ents and school staff for helping to make
our fund raising BBQ a success. We
raised approximately $500.00, all of
which goes towards expenses for the
Quaker Road PS Breakfast Program.
The best success was the fun had by all
of the parents and students, interacting
with each other and staff. It was a won-
derful time for visiting and camaraderie!

We noted that there was congestion and
a wait for food i thank you all for being so
patient. Next year, we plan to send out
pre-order forms so there is not a shortage
or excessive leftovers from our evening.
We also plan on setting up an extra table
in the entrance so
lineup to purchase food tickets. If you
have some positive ideas for future Open
House meals, please write a note and put
it in an envel

gramo and send the

Roots of Empathy

Mr s . Longobs Grade
invited to participate in the Roots of Em-
pathy program. This program fosters the
development of empathy through discus-
sion and activities in subjects including
literature, math, music, art and science.

Once a month, baby Sophia and her mom
will join the grade two class. Under the
facilitation of the Roots of Empathy In-
structor, Mrs. Longo and the students will
watch the babyds
ment and predict what she will be able to
do by the next visit. The students will

Green Team

GREEN TEAM UPDATE

In mid September, the outdoor classroom
was delivered to our large native

garden area. These large rocks for stu-
dents and teachers to sit on, will

create an environment in
which students will be close
to nature during

outdoor lessons. Many
plants were also added and
mulch is on its way.
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with your child and
we will review your
suggestions.

Please remember
that the Breakfast
Program is for EVE-
RYONE at Quaker
Road PS. Any chil-
dren who come to
school without having breakfast are wel-
come to participate in the program. We
understand early mornings can be chaotic
in many/most households and there can
be a number of reasons for children miss-
ing breakfast-st udent s
hungry first thing in the morning and par-
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We are always seeking new volunteers
(parents and grandparents or someone
else you may know that wants to contrib-
ute with a few hours/week to prepare
breakfast for our students.) Please send
us a note marked
we will call you.

We also gratefully accept any financial
donations that you may wish to donate.
Any amount over $10.00 will be given a
tax receipt. Our goal, aside from raising
funds, is to make this affordable for all
families.

Thank you once again,

ents having to leave early for work, justto > n The Breakfast Club

name a few. We welcome EVERYONE
and the volunteers put out a fabulous
breakfast spread varying by day but al-
ways delicious.

T wneaswd , wesgh antl @abservétkeanany

developmental milestones such as reach-
ing for a toy, rolling over, sitting up and
perhaps crawling.

The students will be learning child devel-
opment in a very concrete way as it un-

folds in front of them and as they share in
the observations of

We are looking forward to having Sophia
and her mom as regular visitors to

Im%lf? grateful
to them that they are allowing us to share

WANTED GREEN THUMBS

Students, Parents and those interested.
October 21 will mark a BIG day at

Quaker Road School. With a grant from
ACER and the people at Climate

Action Niagara, Quaker Road's play-
ground will be transformed. We will be

planting 16 trees and 48 bushes. The
area will need to be prepared and we

can use your help. If you can offer your
rototillers and your time to dig

in this special time of their lives.

up the area, we could use you. Volun-
teers are needed on October 19th from
4:00-6:00pm to prepare the area. More
volunteers are needed on the October
21st during the day to assist students to
plant the trees and bushes. If you can
offer you time on either of these days
please contact the Green Team with a
note or an email. Green Team teacher
contacts are Mrs. Secord, Mrs. Cahill and
Mrs. Toews-Peplinski.

Thank you for your support!!
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Parking Lot, Busses and Pick Ups...

BUSSES

This year at Quaker Road we have more
busses transporting students on a daily
basis. If your child rides the bus, please
remind them of the necessity to be safe
on the bus. This means that students
remain seated, do not throw things inside
or out the windows of the bus and hands
are to be kept to themselves. We have
had some concerns from the bus drivers
lately and want to ensure that all of our
students are actively engaged in safe
transportation and that they are aware
that riding the bus is a privilege that they
must ensure they continue earning.

PARKING LOT

If you pick your child up and then end of
the day, please remind them to walk to
the end of the row of busses and out to
your car. We have had a number of stu-
dents cutting between the busses on their
way to the parking spaces and this is a
great cause for concern. Bus drivers
cannot see directly in
front of the bus and there
is the potential for serious
injury if students are
walking between. Please
help us keep our students
safe.

2

Parent Involvement Needed

Earlier this week a letter was sent home to parents asking that if

they have some spare time, we would greatly appreciate their
support at the school. We recognize that many families are work-
ing during the day and this makes it difficult to volunteer on a

helping hands:
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PICK UPS

For the few students who are picked up
from school at the end of the day, we are
working on a new procedure for this. We
ask that you please wait for your child/
children near the gate to the Kindergarten
play area (yellow people). Students will
then be directed to that area if they are
being picked up. This ensures
that our students are not cutting
through bus lines as we have
been experiencing some confu-
sion in the fence area. Also,
this ensures that the students
are walking behind the bus row.

v

There are several areas in the school that need some extra

regular basis. We thank you for your support on the home front! * Breakfast Club (Tues/Thurs mornings)
For those of you who are able to spend some time here at ° Green Team
Quaker Road volunteering, please send in your form if you have o Fundraising Team

not already done so. If you do not have the form any longer,

please send a note with your child to the M
school and we will be in touch.

We are appreciative of any time you can give
to support the Quaker Road PS community.

Monthly Reminders

PEANUT FREE

We have a number of students here at
Quaker Road with life threatening aller-
gies to nuts. Please keep this in mind
when packing snacks and lunches for
your child because we are a completely
PEANUT FREE school. The safety of our
students is priority number one and we
ask that you please support these stu-
dents by eliminating any risk of contact.

Parent Council
o Library
U Classroom Reading
o And many, many more!
D,
Tnoé'ér_,
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ATTENDANCE CALLS

If your child is going to be absent or late,
please call the school before 9:00 am and
either speak with Mrs. Comfort or leave a
voice message. This allows us to com-
plete the attendance more effectively and
also helps to eliminate the chance of any
errors being made. The school phone
number is 905-732-5412. Thank you.

STUDENT INFORMATION

Please be sure to notify Mrs. Comfort, our
secretary, if any information has changed
regarding your Quaker Road child. This
includes phone number, address, contact
people, emergency contacts or medical
information. If it affects your child, we
want to know! You can either call, email,
drop in or send a note but please be sure
to keep us informed with the most recent
information.

Volume 1, Issue 1
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Let's work together at Quaker Road to reduce our waste by using reusable con-
tainers for snack and lunch items. Working together we can make a difference!

@ ﬂﬂ@ﬂ@u ﬂ
7 3

Too Good ,L“f;zz‘::;,i, PR S o\
s

WWW.wWrwcanada.com
www.srdcanada.com

dechetshli 23R0CE0

(7
=y
()
Q
— )

| Page4 The Comet |



grams for children is coming to Quaker Road Public School. Their mission is to spark the
imagination and curiosity of children everywhere by providing them with fun, entertaining
and exciting activities that instil a clear understanding of what science is really all about and
how it affects the world around them. They use exciting activities and spectacular demon-
strations to capture the attention and imagination of children as we found out during our
assembly.

Both the students and teachers will be thrilled on 18/Oct/2011 at 2:00 PM when Mad Sci-
ence comes to the school to do a Spectacular Science show. The assembly will be educa-
tional, entertaining and also the kick off to the Mad Science Club. The Club is a 6-week sci-
ence enrichment program offered to the students.

Students who join the science club will go on a voyage of discovery designed to support the Ontario Science and Tech-
nology curriculum. They will explore various topics in science including Chemical Mystery, Current Events, Fundamental
Forces, Science of Magic, Stunt Planes and Super Structures. The Club will take place on Wednesday, Nov 9, 16, 23,
30, Dec 7, 14 from 1:00 PM - 1:50 PM.

For those of you who have been in the Mad Science Club before, this is a different club than last year with exciting ex-
periments, cool demonstrations and amazing take home activities.

Mad Science also performs Birthday Parties, Camps and Special Events. Give them a call at 905-937-1878 and watch
out for them in Malls, at Fairs, Festivals and Scouts and Guides.

www.madscience.org/Niagara

TRY AT HOME ACTIVITY

ZOOM BALL

Materials:

e Scissors - Ribbons

e Two 1 litre plastic pop bottles - Two 2.4 metre strings

e Masking tape - Two plastic ring six packs

e Optional: Coloured construction paper - An adult helper
Instructions:
1. Ask your adult helper to cut the bottoms off of the two plastic soda bottles.
2. Fit the bottles together so there is a neck on either end. Tape the bottles together to form a football shape.
3. Cover the bottles with construction paper and ribbon if you want to decorate your zoom ball.
4. Thread the two strings through the bottles.
5. Take the six-pack holders and cut the rings apart to make four two-loop handles.
6. Tie a set of handles to the ends of each string.
7. Get at friend and you are ready to play. Each player holds onto two handles and pulls on the strings until they are tight. Slide

the zoom ball to one end. When it is at your end snap your hands apart to send the zoom ball back to your friend. To catch
the zoom ball, keep your hands together.

Explanation :

The pushing action of the strings sets the zoom ball in motion. When the zoom ball reaches the other end of the strings,
an opposite pushing action, this is your friend snapping the strings, stops the ball for a moment and then sends it in the
reverse direction.

Mad Science, the worldés | eading provider
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winking is Happening in Grage 5
A ),

| Zach, am atheletic, responsible, serious, and a
reader.

| am the son of Paul Taylor

I love grey horn owls, video games and lizards

| feel good and hungry

I need to play outdoors because there is a lot of fun
things to play.

| fear school and do not want to learn.

I would like to see Rome, Paris, and world's biggest

cookie
- /———————

| wonder if | will be awesome | Michael

I dream of being famous the quiet, creative, poetic, and serious man
| am able to do a back handspring Sibling of Eva Maria

| am Zach, a resident of Welland, Ontario Lover of techn0|ogy, meat and Cartooning
Who feels sad, angry, and hungry

Who is able to type extremely fast, swim underwater, and think so fast
that | can't say it all without hyperventilating.

Who wonders why they picked red for the Canadian flag when blue is
better, why people hate me and why Amanda loves cows so much.

Who needs a computer, friends, and a skateboard

Who dreams of raining donuts, having a body guard, and world peace.
Who fears bees, bears, and pain.

Who would like to see Paris, a giant cat, and a life size Lego house.

Who would like to invent something, be a billionaire, and see Hugo the
movie.

| am a resident of Welland, Ontario
L —

Stink the Super Galactic Jawbreaker

It was an awesome book because it was funny, great and had great details. It was
funny that Stink liked the jawbreakers so much and he got all that he wanted be-
cause he wrote letters. The great part and most learning (life thing) is to be nice
and give to your friends what you want.

He gave all of the jawbreakers and more candy to his best friend. He had fun
times and the whole book was funny. | liked the comics in the book and how Stink
was saying how he felt.

The author wrote a funny book with | ots o
have. | really want to read the next book about Stink.

By Ethan Speck, Gr. 5



