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A big thank you goes
out to everyone who
helped support our
Magazine Campaign
for this school year.
Thanks to all of you
we raised $3400. This
money will be used to
purchase new Junior
Team Shirts, Literacy
Resources and for
Technology.



CRITICALLY THINKING

INTERMEDIATES
The Intermediate teachers cre-
ated an anchor chart with all of
the grade 7 and 8 students based
on what critical thinking looks like
and sounds like. The students
participated in a four corner activ-
ity where they had a chance to
hear various statements (such as
There are no recorded cases of
hate crimes in Niagara. and
There has never been a concen-
tration camp in Canada.) that they
needed to agree, strongly agree,
disagree or strongly disagree
with. The students were asked to
support their judgements with
deep thinking and support. All of
the students participated and the
discussions that came out of this
activity were amazing.

PERCENTAGE OF ALL STUDENTS AT OR ABOVE THE
PROVINCIAL STANDARD (LEVELS 3 AND 4), 2008-2009

Grade 3
Reading Writing Mathematics
68 68 69 70
60 61 57 57
43
Scheol  Board  Province School  Beoard  Province School  Board  Provines
Grade 6
Reading Writing Mathematics
70
62 % 66 67 62 63
51 51
School  Board  Province School  Board  Province School  Board  Provines

on their learning)

Higher Order Thinking Skills: How Families Can Help
Literacy development requires a partnership between home, school and community. Families can
help their children to develop higher-order thinking skills by:

= thinking aloud with children as they read, write, and solve problems
= encouraging children to think metacognitively (i.e., to think about their thinking and to reflect

= a&sking open-ended guestions that require more thinking

{adapted from Lieracy for Leaming, 2004)

Asking Higher Order Thinking Questions - Aiming High!

Higher level | Learning Level

Evaluate

Analyze

Apply

Understand

Remamber

Lower level

Example Using the story Goldifocks and the Three Bears

Remember - List the items used by Goldilocks while she was in the Bears’ house.
Understand - Explain why Goldilocks liked Baby Bear's chair the best,

Apply - Demonstrate what Goldilocks would use if she came to your house.

Analyze - Compare this story to reality. What events could not really happen?

Evaluate - Judge whether Goldilocks” actions were good or bad, Defend your opinion.
Create - Propose how the story would be different if it were Goldilocks and the Three Fish.

This chart identifies & levels of thinking
starting with the lowest level (i.e,,
remembering) and moving up to the
highest level (i.e., cresting). To help
improve students” higher order thinking
skills, try asking more questions at the
highest level (i.e., creating). Questions
that racall information are very litzral
compared to questions that help
students become critical thinkers, which
are higher-level,

&3

&

As a staff we have carefully
examined our past few
years. An examination of
the questions and individual
student responses shows a
pattern of our students strug-
gling with questions that in-
volve critical thinking and
using criteria to support their
judgement. An example of a
critical thinking question
from the grade 6 EQAO test
from last year is found be-
low. Give it a try!

Freeze Up By Raymond
Souster

| wonder at what exact mo-
ment

(I'wish I'd been there)
Something or someone said
“That’s the very last drop
going over.”

And the startled waterfall
Suddenly couldn’t budge
And knew it was so.

Question = What conclu-
sions can be made about the
speaker in the poem “Freeze
Up”? Use specific details
from the poem and your own
ideas to support your an-
swer.

Each newsletter will provide
families with more critical
guestions and challenges.




The District School Board of Niagara will be hosting groups of Ko-

rean and Vietnamese students in various elementary schools dur-

ing the school year. Our experience last year with this endeavour

was highly successful. The children, who speak basic English, are
placed in classrooms at their age-equivalent grade level and show
great interest in being in our classrooms.

For living arrangements, every effort is made to place the students
in homes of families whose children attend either the same DSBN
school or another DSBN school . In this arrangement, the Cana-
dian child experiences a sense of leadership and the exchange stu-
dent benefits from a sense of security. Both benefit by being ex-
posed to a foreign culture, so important in a globalizing world, and
by building a close mutual friendship bond. Nurturing families who
have no children of their own or whose children go to schools other
than those of the DSBN, may also be considered.

Thank you for your consideration of this opportunity. If you would
like more information or an application, please contact the follow-
ing program host, Marina Wilson asap.

Marina Wilson

Hospitalite Canada Ltd.

Tel: 905-688-8119 Email: marina@hospitalitecanada.com
Website: www.hospitalitecanada.com

M Carol Maingot

UAKER ROAD Co-ordinator, Community Education Services
Thanks to Mrs. Rice, Mrs. District School Board of Niagara
Breadner and Mr. Lafleur Tel: 905-641-2929 x54176
our school is entered into Email: carol.maingot@dsbn.edu.on.ca
the Aviva Community Fund
Contest. Our goal is to win
a SmartBoard for each of
our classrooms, but we |
need your votes to make it -
happen. Go to

REUSEQ% - The Green Team wants to take this opportunity tb we

EE%J’%EE | come back all returning members and invite any new
J members to join up! We have some exciting events

planned for the upcoming year.

"% Sl %R&EE We will continue to collect milk bags for Milk Bagats for Haiti.

Later this month Mrs. Stallwood will be coming mdemonstrate how

the milk bag mats are made and she will show Ue& sideo on

where they go when they are completed. We wiltiooe to collect

bags for her and we will begin to weave the milly laaol once again

for her.

Waste-Free Wednesday will begin this week!

We are encouraging all students to bring reusati¢amers, reusable

juice containers and lunch bags to school to nteethallenge of




DON'T
FORGET
ABOUT THE
P.A. DAY ON
FRIDAY,
NOVEMBER
13TH.
ENJOY THE
LONG
WEEK-
END!!!

THANK YOU
TO SOBEY'S
FOR
DONATING
PUMPKINS
TO OUR
SCHOOL.
EACH
CLASS HAD
FUN
CARVING
THEIR
PUMPKIN!

On Thursday Octo-
ber 29 Mrs. Cahill's
and Mr. King’s
classes attended
SNAP at Brock Uni-
versity. The Special
Needs Activity Pro-
gram is a program
that provides Special
Needs Students with
an opportunity to
participate in a num-
ber of different physi-
cal activities. The
unique part of this
program is that indi-
vidual students are
paired up with indi-
vidual Brock Univer-
sity students . This
gives each student
the opportunity to
participate actively in
a number of different
physical activities.
The guidance and
friendship that the
students gain is tre-
mendous. The stu-
dents in Mrs. Cahill's
class were very ex-
cited to be able to
participate once
again this year in the
SNAP program and
not only did they
have a great time but
they made some
great friendships.

My favourite activity
at SNAP was when |
played with the big
foam blocks. It was
so fun when my
buddy and Deryk’s
buddy pretended to
bury us with the
blocks. The blocks
were on top of us.! |
liked jumping on the
big blue block too. It
was so fun!! -Jesse
My favourite activity
at SNAP that | did
was jumping on the
trampoline. | love
SNAP because it has
lots of stuff to do. -
Shania

My favourite activity
at SNAP was playing
in the big shape fort
and the scooters. My
buddy was so much
fun. He pulled me on
the scooter! It was
great!! -Brendan
SNAP was great!!
My favourite activity
at SNAP was playing
with Peter. He was
so fun! My favourite
activity is playing
with the big foam
shapes. -Deryk

| had a great time
playing on the scoot-

ers at SNAP. | liked
when my buddy
pulled me around. It
was so fun! -Chris
My favourite activity
at SNAP was playing
the Wii with Kelli-
Anne. This was a
new activity at
SNAP. | loved play-
ing guitar hero!! My
partner was Maggie.
She was fun!! - Eric
My favourite activity
at SNAP was the
scooters because we
played bumper cars
on them. My partners
name is Brittany!
She is an awesome
person and we had
lots of fun together. -
Kelli-Anne

On Thursday we
went to SNAP. My
favourite activity

was playing Volley-
ball with my partner
Rebecca. We had so
much fun. We played
volley ball with a big
beach ball!! -Alycia

I had lots of fun at
SNAP. My favourite
activity was playing
in the toy kitchen
with Jackie. -
Michele
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On October 29th, Quaker Road School participated in the Fall Festival. Grades 1-6 participated in many
fall themed activities throughout the day, while the grade 7s were team leaders, and grade 8s were sta-
tion leaders. A big thank you goes out to the intermediate students who were involved in the committees.
Without the help throughout the planning of the Fall Festival, none of this could have been possible.

Thursday was also this year's first "Quaker Road School Energizer Day". Every student was dressed in
black and orange or Quaker Road Spirit Wear. It was amazing to see a giant school yard coloured
orange and black!
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On October 31st at
around 4:00 most chil-
dren were getting into
their costumes and
getting ready to collect
candy. But 16 indi-
viduals were doing
something different.
16 students from
Quaker Road School
met their teachers at
the school and were
getting ready to collect
can for the Salvation
Army. Jenna M., Jes-
sica W., Hannah G.,
Bayley K., Sarah R.,
Nasseem M., Alex A.,
Peter H., Ashley V.,
Natasha N., Caity R.,
Ann H., Arianne S.,
Bethany L., Katelyn B
and Emily B decided to
give up candy this year
to feed the hungry.
They participated in
Halloween for Hunger
and asked for canned
goods instead of

candy. These students

This letter is just an expres-
sion of gratitude for the great

work done by the students
who attended my home on
Larchwood Circle this eve-
ning collecting food items.

The two young students not
only had great costumes (one

mG)

set a great example for
their community.

After this great evening
the student go to ex-
plain their experiences.
All of them said it felt
amazing and extremely
rewarding to do such a
great thing for their
community. Some ex-
plained that they liked
seeing people's reac-
tions when they told
people what they were
doing. People were
shocked especially be-
cause kids were turn-
ing down candy on
Halloween. Congratu-
lations to those stu-
dents who did such a
great job this Hallow-
een. They collected a
ton of non perishable
items and surpassed
the hopes of Mrs.
Gracey, Mrs. Tonnos
and Miss Fulford.
Hopefully next year we
can do Halloween for

I+

with a sparkly wig), but
they were both the most

Hunger again but have
more students partici-
pate to help set a
higher goal and feed
more people.

None of this would
have been possible
without the help and
organization of Mrs.
Gracey, Mrs. Tonnos
and Miss Fulford.
Thank you very much
to them. Also a huge
thanks to the parents
who volunteered to
drive everyone where
they needed to go and
to Mr. Tonnos and Mr.
Gracey who where a
huge help on the night.
Halloween for Hunger
was a great experience
for those 16 students.
Hopefully we put a
smile on someone's
face who isn't as fortu-
nate to be able to feed
their families every
night.

As a community member, |
wanted to express my apprecia-

courteous kids that came to tion to the organizers of this im-

my door this evening. De-

portant undertaking and to the

spite my insistence that theystudents for their hard work.
should take some candy for What a great example of giving

themselves in addition to

non-perishable food items,

they politely refused and
thanked me sincerely for
my donation. These kids

deserve a pat on the back

for a job well done.

back to the community in such a
necessary way.

Sincere thanks!
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