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Technology — The New Basic Supporting Literacy

This term students
from Mr. Secord's
grade 6 class and
Mrs. Secord's grade
5/6 science class,
have been learning
about how forces
act on structures.
Inspired by the re-
cent earthquake in
Haiti, students were
given a challenge to
build a bridge to
span a 20 cm
(200m) canyon, us-
ing only 50 drinking
straws and 50
straight pins.
On March 11, stu-
dents will be using
their step by step
plans and blueprints
to construct and test
their bridges. It
looks to be a very
exciting and chal-

Technology is an impor-
tant building block in your
child's future. There are
many enjoyable and inter-
active web sites that chil-
dren can use to enhance
their reading and writing
skills. Parents and teach-
ers who encourage chil-
dren to use technology
constructively are part-
ners in education.

Here are a few web sites
you can visit to boost
learning:

Primary

» www.linktolearning.com
(web sites supporting the
Ontario curriculum)

» www.yahooligans.com
(search engine, great

for research)

» www.aplusmath.com (a
fun way to practice your
math facts)

» www.cbc4kids.com

» www.funschool.com/
games.php offers this
impressive array of
games for students of all
ages. Games include Be-
gins with..., Multiplication
Bridge, Animal Homes,
Haunted Alphabet.

* www.cogcon.com/
gamegoo/gooey.html|
Beginner activities focus
on following directions,
ordering, and beginning
sounds; intermediate ac-
tivities involve words and
letters; and advanced
activities include practice
working with opposites,
synonyms, rhyming
words, and adjectives.
*www.bbc.co.uk/schools/
numbertime/ga
mes/index.shtml. Children
can choose from six

ing, and counting. The
site also includes songs,
story animations, and
printable activity pages.
Junior

« www.linktolearning.com
* www.yahooligans.com
* www.aplusmath.com

» www.doctormath.com
(help with solving math
problems)
*www.school.discovery.co
m (covers an amazing
array of subjects)

» www.factmonster.com
(answers your questions
within hours)

* www.google.ca (search
engine)

* www.schoolnet.com
(over 5,000 learning
resources)

» www.cbc4kids.com

* www.aaamath.com
(Basic math skills. Inter-
active practice on every
page. An explanation of
the math topic on each
page.)

* www.ucalgary.ca/
~dkbrown/authors.html
(Find your favourite au-
thor on the web)
www.nationalgeographic.
com/kids

Intermediate

« www.linktolearning.com
» www.yahooligans.com
« www.aplusmath.com
ry/main.htm

« www.doctormath.com
*www.school.discovery.co
m

» www.factmonster.com

* www.google.com

» www.cbc4kids.com

* www.britannica.com.
Search the 32-volume
Encyclopaedia Britannica

www.ucalgary.ca/
~dkbrown/auth

ors.html. Find your fa-
vourite author on the web.
*www.nationalgeographic.
com/kids
www.ucalgary.ca/
~dkbrown/aboutclwg.html.
The Children's Literature
web guide — a guide.

Tips for Internet Safety
Even without trying, chil-
dren can come across
materials on the Internet
that are obscene, porno-
graphic, violent, hate-
filled, racist or offensive in
other ways. Here are
some steps to help you
ensure that your child
uses the Internet as
wisely and safely as pos-
sible:

« Make sure your child
understands what

sites are appropriate for
him/her.

« Discuss the meaning of
an unsafe site with your
child.

» Explain to your child
what he should do if he/
she reaches an unsafe
site.

« Make exploring new
web sites a family activity.
» Use search engines de-
signed for kids - ask your
school for ideas.

« Pay attention to the
games your child may
download or copy.

* Look into software or on
-line services that filter out
offensive materials or
sites.

« Have your computer in a
central location.

lenging day. Look
for the results to be
printed in April's
newletter.

*www.thecanadianencycl
opedia.com/index.cfm?
TCE_Version=A

This tip sheet was originally prepared
by Marlene McCauley-Brown and
Devi Parasram, Teachers with Peel
District School Board.

games that teach addi-
tion, subtraction, match-
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A big thank you
goes out to our
local businesses
that helped support
our recent
Scholastic
Bookfair. Thanks
to Sobey's in
Fonthill, Coles at
the Seaway Mall
and Smart Cents in
Fonthill that
donated gift
baskets and gift
cards. Thanks to
their generosity
and support our
bookfair was a
huge success!

Homework club
is offered every

QUAKER READS FOR GOLD!

Join our Primary or
Junior Reading Team
and reach for the gold
medal! Primary stu-
dents need to read 10
picture books to be-
come a member. For
every additional 10
books you read you
receive a medal,
starting with Bronze,

Silver and then Gold!
Junior students have a
choice to read 10 pic-
ture books or 5 chap-
ter books to become a
member. Each addi-
tional 5 or 10 books
they read earns them
a medal as well. Every
Quaker Road student
should earn a Gold

medal! The more we
read the better we be-
come at reading. Get
Reading Quaker
Road!!
Congratulations to
Zander and Mason
who have already
earned a Bronze
Medal and to Neal for
earning a Silver

Monday after
school until 4:30,
in the library.
This is an oppor-
tunity for your
child to receive
some extra help.
If you would like
your child to at-
tend homework
club please con-

Medal.

tact Mrs. Hollo-
way.

On Monday, March 8th, Quaker
Road students in grades 3/4-8
will have the opportunity to see
the Carousel Players. Carousel
Players have been producing
professional theatre for young
people in the Niagara Region
since 1972.

This year’s presentation enti-
tled “Danny, King of the Base-
ment” “gets students thinking
and talking about issues of
homelessness, poverty, unem-

ployment, literacy and the many
different types of families we
see in today’s fast-paced world.
This award-winning play chal-
lenges stereotypes about what
it is to be poor and it explores
how family stresses impact on
self-esteem, friendships and
success at school. This per-
formance will compliment
Quaker Road’s Character Edu-
cation Program and touch on
curriculum outcomes in various

areas.
To help off-

set the cost

of the per-

formance

we are ask-

ing each

student to

bring in

$2.00. All students will have
the opportunity to enjoy this
fabulous performance.




Looking for cheerful
loving grandparents
parents to help out
with the Breakfast
Club. We serve
breakfast two
mornings per week
Tuesday and
Thursday from 8 am
9:15 am. If you
would be available t
help out on one/botl
of these mornings w
would ask that you
call the school and
give them your nam
and phone
number. We will
then be in touch with
you. Thisis such &
rewarding program
and so much
appreciated by the
students. If you car
help, we would love
to hear from you.

J
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Everyday, since 1989, kids in
our community have turned to
Kids Help Phone for profes-
sional, anonymous and confi-
dential help. In fact, kids from
the Niagara region contacted
Kids Help Phone for support
over 42,000 times last year
alone.

Kids Help Phone is Canada’s
only 24-hour, national and
bilingual counselling service
for children and youth. It is
always there, no matter the
problem. When kids face
tough situations; from abuse,
to neglect; from bullying, to
family problems; from dating,
to the death of a parent; they
deserve the caring and confi-
dential support offered by Kids
Help Phone counsellors over
the phone and online.

On Sunday, May 2, 2010,
thousands of people across
the country will support this

vital service by participating
in the annual Walk for Kids
Help Phone. This event is
the charity’s largest fund-
raiser of the year, raising
25% of its operating budget.
Niagara’s Walk for Kids Help
Phone will take place at Jay-
cee Gardens in
St.Catharines. Registration
opens at 8 a.m. and walkers
start their five kilometre trek
at 10 a.m. With all sorts of
kid-friendly activities, healthy
snacks, and lively entertain-
ment, it is a family-friendly
way to spend a Sunday
morning.

I would like to invite you to
support Kids Help Phone by
encouraging students in your
school to band together,
form teams, raise pledges,
and particidpate in the Walk
on May 2". Not only is this a
great way to raise aware-

ness of the service within the
student body, but kids are en-
couraged to get creative and
have fun with their fundraising.
From concerts to car washes,
anything is possible with your
support.

For more information about
Kids Help Phone or to order
Kids Help Phone posters free
of charge, visit
www.kidshelpphone.ca. To
register for or find more infor-
mation on the Walk for Kids
Help Phone, please visit
www.walkforkidshelpphone.ca
or contact Cody Palmer-
Almond at code-
man604@cogeco.ca

I hope to see you on Walk day.
Sincerely,

Nikki Cordiner, Chapter Chair
Kids Help Phone-Niagara
Chapter




