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Going to school for the first time
is a major step for children and
their parents. At the DSBN,
families start that journey to-
gether at the ‘Kindergarten
Countdown’ open houses. Fami-
lies can visit our school, meet
the kindergarten teacher, and
receive a gift bag filled with fun
learning resources and informa-

| "HH#SE"

tion that will help children de-
velop school readiness skills.
Mark your calendar for Thurs-
day, February 4, 2010 from 4-6
p.m. for our Kindergarten Count-
down open house. Visit
www.dsbn.org for more infor-
mation.

DSBN Jumps into the World
of Social Media

To give our students, parents and
community members another ave-
nue to keep up with school news,
Board events and exciting student
achievements, the DSBN is jump-
ing into the world of social media.

If you're using Twitter, you can
catch all the DSBN'’s tweets by fol-
lowing us at www.twitter.com/
D_S_B_N. Similarly, if you're on
Facebook, become a fan of the
“DSBN” page.

With the cold weather season ap-
proaching, the Board will be using
these accounts in addition to its
usual methods of communication to

$ ) - inform you of events like inclement
$ E 5 ( weather school closures and bus
? ) @ cancellations.
) - - + Happy social networking!
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Cold Weather Alerts at DSBN

Winter is a
time of won-
der for many
children;
many enjoy
the crisp air,
the freshly
fallen snow
and partici-
pating in a
whole host of
exciting winter sports and activi-
ties.
Although we feel it is important
for students to spend some time
outside each day exercising and
socializing with their peers, there
are times when bitterly cold tem-
peratures and other inclement
weather conditions require that
we keep children inside.
Because Niagara is such a large
geographical area, and weather
conditions may vary from one
municipality to the next, the de-
cision whether or not to hold re-
cess outdoors is made by the
individual school principal. When
making this decision, principals
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will often consult with neighbour-
ing schools, talk with parents as
they arrive in the morning, and if
the decision to send children
outside is made, will equip yard
duty staff with walkie-talkies so
that they can communicate with
the office to sound the bells to
bring students in earlier.

The health and well-being of our
students is a top priority at the
District School Board of Niagara,
and if it is determined that the
weather conditions pose a risk
to their safety, students will be
kept indoors. Extreme cold
weather alerts issued by the Ni-
agara Region are often good
indicators that students will stay
inside.

Even when temperatures are not
low enough to necessitate an
indoor recess, it still may be
quite cold outside. Here are a
few tips to help ensure that your
child stays warm during the cold
winter months.

* Try to send children to school
with plenty of layers, such as

long underwear, sweatshirts,
sweaters and pullovers. Layer-
ing their clothing will allow them
to add or remove items depend-
ing on the weather.

» Students should have a warm
winter coat that repels the snow,
sleet and rain, while blocking the
wind.

» Warm socks and boots will
keep their feet warm and dry in
the snow and slush.

* Hats are one of the most im-
portant parts of dressing warmly
in the winter. A thick winter hat
will keep students from losing
too much of that essential body
heat.

» Put on a good pair of gloves or
mittens that are water-resistant
as well. Gloves will keep kids’
hands toasty warm and protect
their skin from becoming dam-
aged by the wind and chill.

If you have any questions about
our inclement weather proce-
dures, please visit our website
dsbn.org, or contact the princi-
pal.
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She has been a teacher for 13 years.

She taught at Jacob Beam, and she
taught at Mohawk College and at
Sheridan College.

Mrs. Holloway has also supplied at
many schools for District School
Board of Niagara and the Hamilton
Wentworth Catholic District School
Board.

Primary grades because the age
group is a lot of fun to teach.

What jobs did you teach before?
School Social Worker

Do you have any kids? Two boys
Hunter and Jackson and two pets a
dog and a cat.

She lives in Smithville.
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June 2009 Quaker Road Grads at Welland Centennial

With the first semester almost
behind them, Quaker Road
grads have settled in comforta-
bly with the new routines and
are meeting the challenges of
secondary education at Cen-
tennial. Salman A., Joshua

C., Taz C., Justin C., Sandra
H., Skye H., Jeffrey L. and
Breyer T. are Quaker Road
grads who achieved the Prin-
cipal’s Honour Roll  at mid-
term with an overall average of
80% or better. Many other
Quaker Road grads are very
close to achieving the Princi-
pal’s Honour Roll.

Quaker Road grads have taken
advantage of a wide variety of
co-curricular activities  avail-
able at Centennial. A sampling
of the Grade 9 activities in-

clude:

Grade 9 welcome barbe-
cue

NSAID (OSAID) assem-
bly and activities

“Catch a Slice of Cougar
Life” a half day activity for
grade 9 students to meet
their fellow grade 9 stu-
dents during challenging
co-operative leadership
activities

Student Council Corn
Roast

“Spirit Week”
Halloween Dance
Photo Day

Went to work with a par-
ent or sponsor on “Take
Our Kids to Work Day”

Remembrance Day as-
sembly.

Mitchell E., Dylan R. and
Mike T. play for the Cougar
Football Team, Shania G.,
Skye H., Alexandria H., Anna
K., and Emma T. are members
of the Cougar Cheerleading
team, and Ryan R. and Carly
S. are participating in various
Arts Department activities. In
the coming months Quaker
Road grads will have the op-
portunity to be involved with
many additional co-curricular
opportunities at Centennial.

Congratulations to all Quaker
Road grads for a very success-
ful transition to high school at
Welland Centennial!



